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1. a/ rectification circuit comprising: 
a dVbde full-wave bridge rectifier; 
a /freewheeling current path; 

^ing means coupled between said rectifier 
and said yfre^vvjlfLejeling current path for causing 
f reewhef^ling current of said bridge rectifier to 
substantially flow through said freewheeling current 
patl 



2. A rectification circuit as recited in Claim 

1, wherein said blocking means comprises a diode. 

15 3. A /rectification circuit as recited in Claim 

2 wherein said freewheeling current path comprises at 
least one freewheeling diode coupled substantially across 
said bridge r^ctifiarfr. 

I/- 

20 4. / A rectification circuit as recited in Claim 

2, wherein skid freewheeling current path comprises a 
plurality of freewheeling diodes coupled substantially in 
series acrojSss said bridge rectifier. 



25^, ^ 5|. A rectification circuit as recited in Claim 

further /cojfi^rising at least one capacitor, each said 
capacitor ^OL|pled across a respective one of said 
freewheelihg Vdiodes . 
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A r ct/Nfication circuit as recited in Claim 



3, further domprising at least one filtering circuit, 
each said fiiltering circuit coupled to a respective one 
of said freewheeling diodes to limit the rate of rise of 
reverse voltage across said diodes . 
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A rectification circuit comprising: 
iode full-wave bridge rectifier; 
reewheeling current path; 

blocking diode coupled between said rectifier 
^wheeling current path to cause freewheeling 
ic^^ridge rectifier to at least partially 
s$.i<ll freewheeling current path. 




A rectification circuit as recited in Claim 
id freewheeling current path comprises at 
least one freewheeling diode coupled substantially across 
said bridge Rectifier. 



20 9.1a rectification circuit as recited in Claim 

7, wherein salid freewheeling current path comprises a 
plurality of freewheeling diodes coupled substantially in 
series acrosslsaid bridge rectifier. 



25 10. 1 A rectification circuit as recited in 

Claim 8, furthfer comprising at least one capacitor, each 
said capacitor I coupled across a respective one of said 
freewheeling d4odes . 
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A rectification circuit as recited in 



Claim 8, furpher comprising at least one filtering 

filtering circuit coupled to a 



circuit, eac 1 
respective qne^ 



said freewheeling diodes to limit the 



rates of risje of reverse voltage across said diodes. 

ectification circuit comprising: 
ical load; 

ty of first diodes coupled across a 
10 first node ana ay^econd node in a bridge rectifier 
conf igurat 



first no 



15 and sa 




one second diode coupled between said 
ird node; and 

iode coupled between said second node 




131. A rectification circuit as recited in 



aim 12, whs 



to: 



20 al] 
flow to said 



rein said third diode is connected in order 



ow current .rectified by said first diodes to 
load; and 

prejven^/^t least some freewheeling current 
flowing through /safLd load from flowing through said first 
st^ajflVcause said at least some freewheeling 
ow through said second diodes . 



diodes and ir 
25 current to f] 
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circuit, each 
respective on 



A rectification circuit as recited in 



Claim 13, further comprising at least one filtering 



said filtering circuit coupled to a 
5 of said second diodes to limit the rates 



of rise of reverse voltage across said second diodes 
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